
BUILDING A SIMPLIFIED LANDSAT 8 SATELLITE MODEL

background information:

Main OLI unit

Main bus
StructureOLI sensor head

Solar array



1. Cut out the main bus structure (piece B) and score it in eight places
 to achieve the octagon shape. Also, score across the top and bottom 
to make the gluing tabs.

2.  Wrap the bus (piece B) around into a hexagon shaped box, and just 
glue the edge together that forms that hex-cylinder.Tuck the bottom 
tabs around the hex-cylinder and gradually glue those on. Don’t try to 
glue the entire assembly at once. Do a few panels, make sure it is 
aligned and square. Lastly, fold the top down and glue that to the 
tabs to form a nice solid bus.

3.  Next cut out the main OLI unit (piece G). Score and fold the glue 
tabs to make the box. Note the bottom has the roughly trapezoidal 
footprint shape so glue that and then main shape. 

4.  Next cut out the OLI sensor head (piece H) and form it into a box.

5.  Glue it to the main OLI instrument unit (piece G).

6.  Cut out the solar array (piece J) but don’t cut the two halves apart. 
Simply score along the long edge and fold back on itself and glue 
that together to make a nice stiff panel. 

7.  Tape the solar array (piece J) to the side of the main bus structure 
(piece B) that has a symbol that looks like a circle within square.

8.  You’re done! You now have a really cool simplified LDCM model 
to show all your friends!

INSTRUCTIONS:
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